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part of the mental outfit of the period. The laws were traditions
from generations wrhich had drawn deductions from the doctrines
of demonism and had applied them in criminal practice. The
legal procedure was familiar and corresponded to the horror
of crimes and criminals, of which witchcraft and witches were
the worst. The mores formed a moral and civil atmosphere
through which everything was seen, and rational judgment was
made impossible. It cannot be doubted that, at any time, all
ethical judgments are made through the atmosphere of the
mores of the time. It is they which tell us what is right. It is
only by high mental discipline that we can be trained to rise
above that atmosphere and form rational judgments on current
cases. This mental independence and ethical power are the
highest products of education. They are also perilous. Our
worst cranks are those who get the independence and powrer,
but cannot stand alone and form correct judgments outside of
the mores of the time and place. It must be remembered that
the mores sometimes becloud the judgment, but they more often
guide it.